
Illegal Workers' Death/Injury - Are they entitled to 

Compensation ? 

Employees' Compensation Assistance Fund Board ('the Board') was being used in 

the following 2 cases in connection with personal injury claims: 

1. CACV No.270 of 2006:  

A person holding two-way permit was engaged in scaffolding installation 

work. He plunged to his death form the external wall outside a building. 

2. CACV No.26 of 2007:  

An illegal worker was caught between the forklift of a forklift truck and the 

roof frame of the truck when he was operating the truck. He subsequently 

died. 

Having considered the facts, the Court of Appeal ruled in favour of the illegal 

Workers family. Even if the deceased were illegal workers, they engaged in lawful 

work. 

The Court also recognized the liability of the Board to pay the compensation 

when the illegal workers were uninsured. 
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PLEASE NOTE 

The law and procedure on this subject are very specialised. This article is a general 

explanation for your reference only and should not be relied on as legal advice for any 

specific case. If legal advice is needed, please contact our solicitors. 
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